Monday, April 15, 2013 
Vol. LIX, Issue 591 


AtrreD Leone | Daity 49eR 


Cal State Long Beach President F. King Alexander will attend his last graduation ceremony in May as he makes his way to the Louisiana State University system. 


Alexander looks back at The Beach, forward to LSU 


aving to use a cardboard cutout of himself, Cal State 
Long Beach President F. King Alexander could 
probably use a double right now. 

The cutout, he joked, is to be used when he isn’t 
able to make meetings, as he said traveling between Baton 
Rouge, La., and Long Beach has taken its toll. 

“Trying to do two at once is proving to be pretty difficult,” 
Alexander said. 

He will travel to Louisiana again this week, paying a visit 
to the public university system he will soon lead, starting in 
July. 

As he gears up to shake the hands of the 2013 class, one 
of the largest graduating classes in the university’s history, 
Alexander said the feeling of leaving CSULB is melancholy. 

“T feel like I’m letting some people down,” he said. “That 
may not be the case, but I felt the same way when I left Mur- 
ray [State University], because you put your heart and soul 
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From The Beach to the South 

Before coming to CSULB in 2006, Alexander served as 
president of Murray State University, succeeding his father. 
After helping his father and presiding over Murray State and 
then CSULB, Alexander said he feels like he’s been a presi- 
dent for close to 20 years. 

“Not that I’m getting too old to do it, but when you tell 
someone you've been a university president for 13 years, they 
mostly think you are ready to retire,” he said. 

The 49-year-old president said that although he will miss 
CSULB and the California weather, he is ready to take on the 
next challenge. 


State University], which always opens up a lot of opportuni- 
ties, and certainly there are challenges, but I believe that with 
good people making good decisions about the right things, 
you sort of end up on the right side of issue,” he said. 

As LSU’s president, Alexander will oversee four campus- 
es, a law school and medical schools. He will replace Interim 
President of LSU William Jenkins, who earns a base salary of 
$425,000 and receives an additional $175,000 in supplemental 
compensation from affiliated foundations, according to Ernie 
Ballard, director of media relations at LSU. Alexander’s com- 
pensation will be finalized during an LSU Board of Supervi- 
sors meeting. 

His selection, however, came with some backlash. LSU 
faculty passed a resolution of “no confidence” on the se- 
lection, referring to the conduct of the presidential search, 
including the LSU Board’s decision to not appoint faculty 


into building something.” 


“I think they’ve had a series of struggles at [Louisiana 


See ALEXANDER, Page 3 


Lawsuits 
follow LSU’s 
decision on 
Alexander 


By KrisTINE McGowan 
Managing Editor 


The Louisiana State University 
Board of Supervisors concluded its 
search for an LSU system president 
on March 27, selecting Cal State Long 
Beach President F. King Alexander for 
the role. 

Four days later, the Board faced two 
lawsuits for its search. 

The Advocate, a newspaper in Ba- 
ton Rouge, La., and the editor of LSU’s 
student newspaper, The Daily Reveille, 
each filed lawsuits on April 1 against the 
Board and its chair, claiming the Board 
violated Louisiana’s Public Records Law 


See LawsurT, Page 3 


John Haberstroh 


John and Jon win re-election 
as president, vice president 


By Kat Masry 
Assistant City Editor 


Associated Students Inc. President 
John Haberstroh’s serious expression 
slowly turned into a smile as the ASI 
run-off election results revealed that he 


and ASI Vice President Jonathon Bolin 
will return to their executive positions 
for the°2013-14 school year. 

ASI Government Elections Offi- 
cer Nam Duong and ASI Executive 
Director Richard Haller stood on the 
steps of the Southwest Terrace of the 
University Student Union to announce 
the results Friday. The run-off election 
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BeachSync faces criticism, debate 


The program’s 
contract with CSULB 
ends in 2014. 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
Assistant City Editor 


When James Ahumada entered Cal 
State Long Beach as a freshman in 
2006, he noticed a problem: CSULB 
lacked a central communication system 
for clubs and organizations, making it 
harder for students to find and contact 
groups they might be interested in. 

He stayed on the lookout for ways to 
solve the. problem, and shortly after being 
elected as Associated Students Inc. presi- 
dent in 2010, he found it in BeachSync. 


But two years into BeachSync’s 
launch, several ASI senators have said 
that reforms are necessary to make the 
$15,000 per-year program more acces- 
sible to students and justify its costs. 

BeachSync is CSULB’s chapter of 
OrgSync, a program that provides a 
comprehensive network for a school’s 
organizations to recruit students and 
post events, files and forms in one place. 

Membership has grown from 3,000 
students last year to 11,000 this year. Stu- 
dents are signing up, and ASI Commu- 
nications Coordinator Christina Espatza 
said that BeachSync usage is “on track.” 

“Our goal is to make student life easier 
[and] more enriched, and [BeachSync] is 
a way of doing that,” Esparza said. 

But several ASI senators have called for 
reforms, saying that student usage is not 
high or prolific enough and that Beach- 


Sync is not living up to its potential. 

Reasons for students’ low usage 
range from confusing functions to the 
presence of social media sites, such as 
Facebook, that organizations are al- 
ready using, which ASI Senator Victo- 
ria Chung said often stops the groups 
she represents from using BeachSync. 

“That’s one of the main problems, 
Chung said. “They said that they just 
don’t really use it because they don’t 
think it’s necessary.” 

ASI Senator Jaime Varela sits. on 
the campus relations subcommit- 
tee of the University Student Union 
Board of Trustees, which monitors 
student BeachSync usage. He said that 
BeachSync must be carefully watched 
throughout CSULB’s contract, which 
ends in July 2014, to see if the costs are 
worth the benefits. 


” 


“It’s important to monitor the situ- 
ation and see where it’s going,” Varela 
said. “When the contract is up, we need 
to assess it and see if it’s necessary.” 

Varela, who represents campus Greeks, 
began using Beach- 
Sync this semester 
to post a Greek com- 
munity calendar. 
He said that in the 
beginning, using the 
system was difficult, 
but the process has 
become easier. 

“T think students 
need to engage in 
the training we use,” 
Esparza said. “I was 
a little frustrated 


when we started 9 —-~-—~—~--~d&—-- 


using it. It’s something that you learn as 
you do it. For me, it’s simple, but that’s 
because I already know how to use it.” 
It’s communication issues, though, 
such as difficulty contacting other or- 


“Our goal is to make 
student life easier [and] 
more enriched, and 
[BeachSync] is a way of 
doing that.” 


- Christina Esparza, ASI 


Communications Coordinator 


ganizations and students through the 
site, that many say drive organizations 
away from BeachSync. 

Esparza said requiring incoming stu- 
dents to register for BeachSync during 
SOAR, an option 
she said is being in- 
vestigated by ASI, 
would lead new- 
comers to adopting 
BeachSyne as part 
of their CSULB 
experience. 

Whether or 
not BeachSync is 
renewed after its 
contract expires 
will be the 2014 
ASI Senate’s de- 
cision. 

It’s a decision that Ahumada said 
should be made in the context of the 
difficulty of changing campus culture. 

For the full story, visit daily49er. 
com. 
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Are you ready? 


Stacie Bolin 3039 student votes, 
-Deshe Gully: 1,935 student votes, 


ELECTION 
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produced a record turnout of 15.2 per- 
cent of the student body, which added 
up to 5,070 voters, Duong said. 

Once the results were announced, sev- 
eral students cheered as Haberstroh re- 
ceived hugs from those standing nearby. 

“T was surprised, to be very honest,” 
Haberstroh said. “I was very nervous 
going into today’s results.” 

Zent said he wasn’t surprised by the 
results, due to the advantages of run- 
ning as an incumbent. 

“Having seen the initial election, 


it was not very surprising,” Zent said. 
“Everyone knows John and Jon. You 
could ask anybody in the deepest dark- 
est corners of the campus, and they 
know those guys.” 

Recently elected ASI Treasurer Ag- 
atha Gucyski, who shared a ticked with 
Gully, stood next to Haberstroh during 
event. 

“Students chose whoever they think 
is the best, and if they thought the Johns 
were, then I’m fine with it,’ Gucyski 
said. “I’m mature, and I know how to 
be professional, and we’ll make a very 
successful year out of this.” 

Neither of the vice presidential can- 
didates were in attendance for the an- 
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nouncement. 

Zent said he and his running mate, 
Larry Toney, who lost in the general 
election, plan to share a ticket and run 
again next year. 

“We want this really bad and might 
even take another appointed position 
with ASI,” Zent said. “I just want to 
make this place a good time for students 
‘cause I feel like students: don’t :really 
enjoy it as much as they should.” 

With the list of plans that Haberstroh 
and Bolin still hope to accomplish, in- 
cluding a biweekly farmers market and 
a student-run shuttle system, Haber- 
stroh said he was happy to have more 
time in the ASI government. 
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members who were not administrators 
to the Presidential Search Committee. 

“Faculty were upset at the Board, 
so they fired that off at the Board,” Al- 
exander said. “It’s not the-first time. I 
don’t take it personally.” 

Four days after Alexander’s selec- 
tion, the Board also faced two lawsuits 
for its refusal to release the names of 
other applicants for the LSU president 
position. One of the lawsuits came from 
the editor-in-chief of LSU’s campus 
newspaper, The Daily Reveille. 

Alexander said he wasn’t surprised 
the lawsuits were filed. 

“This type of lawsuit is far more 
common than most people know,” he 
said. “[Some of my colleagues] have 
had Board members and others say, 
“Look, if you want to be somewhere 
else, you don’t need to be here,’ so it’s a 
difficult situation ... Unfortunately that 
is the nature of higher education, the 
good and bad of it.” 


Cloudy days at The Beach 
While at CSULB, Alexander saw 
state financial support for the Cal State 


University fall. Since 2007, the 23-cam- 
pus system has seen almost a billion 
dollars in cuts in state support. Alex- 
ander said such cuts have been hard for 
him and his colleagues. 

“It does wear you down; it wears 
people down,” he said. “Within the last 
two years; I’ve lost about 11 of my col- 
leagues. The ones who can retire say 
enough is enough.” 

This year, however, the CSU sys- 
tem avoided a mid-year cut when vot- 
ers approved Proposition 30. Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s budget proposal also allocated 
a $125 million boost to the CSU budget, 
although the May budget revision will be 
the next indicator of future CSU funding. 

Alexander said he is optimistic for 
the future of CSULB. 

“T would feel very bad if I were leav- 
ing when our campus was not doing 
well and was not doing nearly as well as 
it currently is,” he said. 


Sticking to university life 

In addition to his work on campus 
— which has even included pick-up 
basketball games with students — Al- 
exander frequently travels to Washing- 
ton, D.C. In 2011, Alexander was one 
of 10 presidents to meet with President 
Barack Obama to discuss college af- 


fordability. 

Yet, despite his active role at the 
Capitol, Alexander said he doesn’t have 
any plans to get involved in politics. 

“T like doing this,’ he said. “There 
is great reward in seeing the optimism 
students have about life and the future. I 
can’t imagine surrounding myself with a 
bunch of grumpy people who don’t have 
that kind of perspective on things.” 

Alexander said he hasn’t known any 
other way of life, having grown up in uni- 
versity towns and campuses, and follow- 
ing in the steps of a grandfather and father 
who both played major roles in education. 

The move to Baton Rouge will al- 
low Alexander to return to his South- 
ern roots. The Kentucky native said he 
appreciates that the position will allow 
him to live closer to his parents, but 
there is conflict about the move among 
his three daughters. 

“The only respect I get is from our 
lab, our black lab,” he said. “It’s quite 
humbling around my house.” 
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Alexander joked that his 
cardboard double could take his 
place at future meetings. 
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by withholding the names of applicants 
for the LSU system president position. 

Andrea Gallo, editor-in-chief of The 
Daily Reveille, said when the student 
newspaper submitted a public records 
request for the names of the applicants, 
the request was denied. 

“When the search started, we started 
requesting just verbally any details we 
could get on the search ... and most of 
it, they wouldn’t give it to us,” Gallo 
said. 

According to Lori Mince, an attor- 
ney for Capital City Press, The Advo- 
cate faced similar issues with its inqui- 
ries for the applicants’ names. 

“The Advocate had been following 
the search and had made some requests 
for information about who was being 
considered, and were being told that 
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this information is not required to be 
released,” Mince said. 

According to Louisiana’s Public Re- 
cords Law, “the name of each applicant 
for a public position of authority or ... 
with policymaking duties ... shall be 
available for public inspection, exami- 
nation, copying, or reproduction.” 

However, the Board engaged a Tex- 
as-based search firm, R. William Funk 
and Associates, to collect a pool of ap- 
plicants for the LSU system president 
position, according to Gallo’s lawsuit. 
The firm is “dedicated to higher educa- 
tion search consulting,” according to its 
website. 

On March 11, two weeks before Al- 
exander was selected as LSU system 
president, Gallo received denial letters 
to her public records request, accord- 
ing to her lawsuit. The Board told Gallo 
that the documents she requested were 
in possession of R. William Funk and 
Associates; the search firm, in turn, 


claimed that as a private entity, it is not 
subject to the Public Records Law. 

“LSU essentially, to skirt around the 
Public Records Law, took its hands off 
of [the search] as much as possible,” 
Gallo said. 

However, in a letter denying Gallo’s 
request for the applicants’ names, Jim- 
my R. Faircloth Jr., counsel for LSU, 
said the suggestion that the Board at- 
tempted to evade the Public Records 
Law is “completely misdirected.” 

“The Board followed a process that 
has become standard practice national- 
ly in the higher education community,” 
Faircloth said. 

Gallo’s petition, though, argues that 
because the records sought are actu- 
ally those of LSU and not of R. Wil- 
liam Funk and Associates, the records 
are considered public under the Public 
Records Law. 

According to LSU Media Rela- 
tions Director Ernie Ballard, LSU’s 


IVA'GANG 


Presidential Search Committee and the 
Board don’t plan on releasing the appli- 
cants’ names anytime soon. 

Herb Vincent, LSU associate vice 
chancellor for university relations, said 
in a statement that keeping the appli- 
cants’ names confidential was in the 
best interest of LSU and the applicants 
themselves. 

“LSU feels strongly it should re- 
spect those who were potential can- 
didates forthe position of LSU Presi- 
dent and does not wish to cause them 
harm with their existing employers by 
revealing their names,” Vincent said 
in the statement. “To do so would se- 
verely inhibit LSU’s ability to iden- 
tify top candidates in future searches, 
which does not serve the university or 
the people of Louisiana well in any cir- 
cumstance.” 

Alexander said that if his name 
would have been released in the pro- 
cess, he would not have applied to be- 


come LSU’s system president. 

“I’ve had colleagues who have ac- 
tually come out, and they’ve been a 
finalist at a university, and then when 
they’ve gone back to their respective 
campuses, they've had no support,” 
Alexander said. “The one thing that 
you don’t want to lose in this position 
is your local support, your campus sup- 
port, your board support and/or chan- 
cellor support.” 

Gallo ‘said via email that the lawsuit 
is not intended to discredit Alexander. 

“It’s really about the process that 
LSU used to find its presidential candi- 
date, and we probably would have done 
this regardless of who was named our 
next president,” Gallo said. “Our prob- 
lem is with the search process, not nec- 
essarily with the results it yielded.” 

The hearing dates for The Advo- 
cate’s and Gallo’s lawsuits have been 
scheduled for April 25 and April 30, 
respectively. 
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Presidential search records should be public 


It shocked the Cal State Long 
Beach community when news first 
started to trickle out that Presi- 
dent F. King Alexander had been 
selected as the sole candidate to be 
the next president of the Louisiana 
State University system. 

CSULB students and faculty 
were more concerned about losing 
Alexander than the search process 
that yielded him for the LSU posi- 
tion. 

The search for the next president 
had been taking place for quite 
some time and had actually become 
quite controversial. 

Up until Alexander’s selection, 
The Advocate, a newspaper in 
Baton Rouge, La., and The Daily 
Revelle, LSU’s campus newspaper, 
had been trying to acquire the 
names of the candidates considered 
for the position. 

How- 
Our VIEW 
when 
the 
newspapers requested the names of 
the applicants, their requests were 
denied. 

According to Louisiana’s Public 
Records Law, “the name of each 
applicant for a public position of 
authority or ... with policymak- 
ing duties ... shall be available for 
public inspection, examination, 
copying, or reproduction.” 

But, since a private firm was en- 
gaged to pool potential candidates 
for the LSU president position, 
these documents were not made 
available to the public, which is 
why both newspapers are suing the LSU Board of Supervisors. 

By placing the search in the hands of a private firm, the Board 


allegedly could have been trying to circumvent releasing the names. 


In the eyes of the Board and the applicants, this would make 
sense. In order to gather qualified candidates for the position, many 
of the applicants would want to be ensured that the selection pro- 
cess would remain private. 

This is to guarantee that candidates avoid losing support — or 
even worse, their jobs — in the case that they’re not selected for the 
new position they applied for. It is likely that many potential can- 


didates for the position are current university presidents throughout 
the country.,Alexander,himself said he would not have applied for 
the position if his nanie had been released. 

We understand the Board was trying to protect the candidates for 
the position; however, for a job as important as the president of a 
university system, the public needs to know who could take on the 
job. ; 

Students and faculty of both LSU and CSULB should know 
the status of their school’s leaders. If not, this is a blatant lack of 
transparency. 

The newspapers are not suing because they don’t like the 


Board’s choice of Alexander but rather to make a point that the 
public has a right to know who could lead them in the future. 
We share this opinion as a fellow newspaper that requests public 
records. 

Obviously, these lawsuits will not reverse the decision on Alex- 
ander’s selection, but hopefully it will get a point-across to the LSU 
Board and other colleges throughout the nation that this approach 
isn’t right. 

Whoever is in charge of finding Alexander’s successor at CSULB 
better not pull of the same shenanigans. 

We’re always watching. 


North Korea is not as big of a threat as the media makes it to be 


Media is, without a shadow of a doubt, the 
strongest weapon in modern warfare. 

More powerful than guns, tanks or bombs, 
media — or propaganda — controls what most 
people see, talk about and hear. 

In order to finance a war, you must sell it to 
your citizens first. 

In the past few weeks, networks like CNN 
have blatantly been beating the drums of war, 
demonizing North Korea continuously and urging 
Americans to take seriously the hollow threats 
made against them. 

Though North Korea does pose a threat, albeit 
a minor one, its amount of coverage in the media 
is wholly undeserved. Pundits like CNN’s Wolf 
Blitzer are contributing to gross, savage and un- 
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Kasia Hall 


needed propaganda directed against North Korea. 

To better understand North Korea’s role in the 
world, it is important to understand its place in 
history as a victim of imperialism. 

An independent kingdom for hundreds of 
years, Korea was occupied by Japan in 1905, 
following the Russo-Japanese 
War, according to the CIA 
Factbook. 

Following Japan’s rule for 
nearly 40 years, Korea was eventually split up 
into two parts following World War II. North 
Korea, which was backed by the communist So- 
viet Union, and South Korea, which was backed 
by the democratic U.S., were what remained of a 
once-stable kingdom. 
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Since its failed invasion of South Korea in the 
Korean War, North Korea has had a proverbial 
axe to grind with the rest of the world. 

Though I do not approve of how North Korea 
treats its citizens, with respect to human rights, I 
do not believe that a media-justification of war is 
needed. 

CNN, for example, has 
an entire list of videos on its 
website entitled “North Korean 
Tensions Rise,” with titles ranging from “Fmr. 
North Korea spy: War will break out” to “Regime 
propaganda as news in North Korea.” 

Blitzer, too, had a special edition of his show 
called “North Korean Crisis,” dedicated entirely 
to a country that at this point, has still not fired at 
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South Korea or the U.S. 

Does this war rhetoric sound familiar? 

Though 10 years away and for a very different 
cause, the invasion of Iraq was similarly justified 
in the media, though to a much larger extent. 

Instead of focusing on hollow threats made 
by a nation that has never bombed South 
Korea or the U.S., let’s focus on bigger issues 
elsewhere. 

It’s one thing to take necessary precautions 
against a nation that claims to have nuclear 
capabilities. It’s another to provide unneeded 
propaganda. 

Shane Newell is a sophomore journalism 
major and an assistant city editor for the Daily 
49er. 
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A new form of McCarthyism lives on today as 


McCarthyism and the Red Scare are quite pos- 
sibly the most depressing and disappointing times 
in terms of our political history. In a time fueled 
by fear of the threat of communism, Republican 
politicians used this fear to target the Democratic 
Party by accusing them of being Communist 
sympathizers and any and all liberal propositions 
for labor rights or social welfare programs as be- 
ing Communist and anti-American. 

They would blacklist suspects, political rivals 
or anyone who did not agree with their ideals and 
forced them to attend congressional hearings that 
would be publicized on every form of mass com- 
munication they had. Papers, radios, movies and 
the latest technological innovation at the time, 
television would blast propaganda against com- 
munism and the left. 


People tried by these hearings would be ruined, 


their reputation tarnished, and many would lose 
their business and way of life because they at- 
tended these 20th century witch trials. 

The famous American author Mark Twain had 
a saying about history: “History doesn’t always 
repeat, but it sure does rhyme.” 

There is indeed a new modern McCarthy- 
ism that has taken the nation by 
storm, but instead of communism 
and conservative values, it has 
been replaced by the Democratic 
Party and political correctness. Liberals have 
found there own “magic word” to scare the op- 
position into silence and hiding. 

The word is bigot. Every time I see MSNBC 
or Democrats like Bill Maher talk about social 
issues such as race relations, gun control or 
gay marriage, it is impossible not to notice how 
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they will condemn the people who oppose the 
Democratic stance with words like intolerant, 
backward, racist, sexist or even bigot, regardless 
of their reasoning. 

Some go as far to condemn religion, something 
that people hold dear and helps bring out the best 
in people, as being intolerant or hateful without 
even knowing the history behind 
it. 

In a media that is biased 
towards the Democratic Party and 
constantly ridicules the opposition with inter- 
views and shows that are slanted to criticize the 
guest who opposes the left’s viewpoint, such a 
thing is no different than the congressional trials 
that occurred little more than 60 years ago. 

Indeed, history does rhyme, as the Democratic 
Party is bullying the opposition into silence just 
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the opposition 


as the Republican Party did less than a century 
ago. 

Now, I am a conservative, but I am not going to 
condemn the Democrats for something my own 
party is equally guilty of. 

This is an issue that transcends party boundar- 
ies and penetrates deep into the human condition, 
regardless of race, creed, nationality or gender. 

All I will say is this: before you listen to some 
commentator or watch some news program that is 
known for a fact to be biased, just think, is what 
they say the truth? 

Until man eventually comes to a point where 
he can respect a differing opinion without name- 
calling and bullying, man is destined to make this 
same mistake time and again. 

Nick Chavez is an undeclared freshman and a 
contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 


Prop. 30 money should be used to fund education | 

While campaigning for Proposition 30, Cali- 
fornia university students were enthusiastically 
reminded by Gov. Jerry Brown that the new tax 
hikes would “send a message to the rest of the 

- country that we as a people can invest together 
in our schools...” and that “education has to be 
number one.” 

Cal State University students were promised 
money from Prop. 30 would be used to fund edu- 
cation. As a result, students helped the governor 
pass the tax increases by supporting it at the 
ballot. 

It was only after Prop. 30 passed that we found 
out the governor’s enthusiasm for education 


(SOT SOMETHING 
TO SAY ABOUT GUN 
CONTROL? 


doesn’t quite match his budget. The governor’s 
budget provides CSU campuses with only a com- 
bined total of $125 million, 2 percent of the $6.5 
billion. Of the $125 million, the CSU administra- 
tion is taking half of that money for pay raises 
and more health benefits. So now, students are left 
with $62 million, or one percent. 

- Californians and CSU students were never told 
Prop. 30 money would be used to give out pay 
raises. 

There are plenty of college students who work 
part-time and full-time jobs who have noticed 
their paycheck is a little bit smaller this year. 
Those students didn’t get a raise — they were told 
by the governor that if Prop. 30 passed it would 
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help ease tuition costs. Brown needs to keep that 
promise. 

Good employees deserve a raise once ina 
while, but why should it be on the backs of stu- 
dents? Shouldn’t the hard-working students who 
helped pass these tax increases benefit? 

CSU students have endured nearly a billion in 
budget cuts over the last six years. 

Without a doubt, those cuts have harmed the 
education system. The graduation rate for Latinos 
at CSU is just 10 percent, and the graduation rate 
for African-Americans is a dismal 8 percent. 
These students have been let down by a system 
that fails to prioritize education. 

Education should be a top priority in our 


budget — this includes K-12 and higher educa- 
tion. Instead, the governor went in the opposite 
direction by funding state employees and a high 
speed rail with Prop. 30 dollars, before ensuring 
our students have been taken care of. 

As a CSU student and as a lawmaker in Sac- 
ramento, we call on the governor to fully fund 
education before he funds other projects. The 
governor should dedicate 100 percent of Prop. 30 
money to education like he promised. Anything 
else shows education is simply not a priority for 
California’s public leaders. 

Senator Bob Huff is the California Senate 
Republican Leader and Jaivon Grant is a sopho- 
more biology major at Cal State Long Beach. 
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The film has some illogical 
twists, but it’s a fun 
psychological thriller. 


By Matt Gripe! 


Diversions Editor 


Danny Boyle may be one of the most versatile di- 
rectors working in film today. He’s done a zombie 
horror film, dark comedy, an Oscar-bait Bollywood 
homage, a science fiction thriller, a children’s movie, 
a theatre adaptation of Frankenstein’ and even the 
Olympic opening ceremony. Now he can finally check 
“heist film” off his to-do list, even though his latest 
film, “Trance,” ends up being much more than that. 

Simon (James McAvoy) is an art enthusiast with 
a gambling problem who decides to pay off his con- 
siderable debt by stealing a rare painting for violent 
gangster Franck’(Vincent Cassel). During the heist, 
Simon plans to double cross everyone and steal the 
painting for himself but suffers a blow to the head that 
causes him to forget where he stashed it. 

Unable to kill Simon until the painting is found, and 
unable to torture the answer out of his amnesia-ridden 
brain, Franck hires the beautiful hypnotherapist Eliza- 
beth (Rosario Dawson) to try to coax the answer out 
of his head. 

Heist films are popular for a reason. Watching cool 
people in suits meticulously planning and executing a 
brilliant plan is always fun to watch, albeit not all that 
original. Boyle uses his kinetic visual style to great 
effect during the art heist, and you can tell he had a lot 
of fun putting his spin on it. 

However, it’s when the hypnosis element kicks in 
that the film becomes something entirely different. 
Elizabeth is coincidentally the most effective and 
persuasive hypnotist on earth, and the film becomes 
a game of asking what’s real, what’s a memory and 
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Franck (Vincent Cassel) realizes that he’s been double-crossed by Simon (James McAvoy). 


who’s hypnotized. 

The hypnosis element really requires a suspension 
of disbelief. Anybody who has been hypnotized at a 
birthday party knows that you have to be very suscep- 
tible to hypnosis for it to be effective. Dawson does a 
great job of selling the fact that she could play everyone 
at once, but at times it’s tough to believe she can snap 
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people in and out of blackout hypnosis almost instantly. 

Cassel, McAvoy and Dawson do a fantastic job of 
selling somewhat weakly written dialogue and mak- 
ing it believable. Lesser-caliber -actors and a less 
talented director could have lowered this to almost 
made-for-TV quality. In fact, the film is based on a TV 
movie of the same name, which nobody remembers. 

As the film proceeds, the heist element fades away, 
and Boyle uses the fagade of hypnotic dream states 
to implement his kaleidoscopic use of color and gro- 
tesquely creative violence. This is where the film re- 
ally shines. The logic problems start to fade away, and 
you begin to get lost in your own kind of trance. 

However, in the end, the film pushes its luck and 
goes for one too many twists, which prolongs the con- 
clusion. You'll leave the theater smiling, but for ev- 
ery beautiful trippy visual and memorable character 
,there’s a plot hole you wish someone could make you 
forget. 
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Lunch Break Yoga 

Noon 

Promenade Square Park 

Relieve some stress during your 
class break with some down- 
ward dogs and deep breaths. 
Parking and participation are 
free, and donations are ac- 
cepted. 


Happy Hour 

5-7 p.m. 

Sevilla Restaurant 

Enjoy some half-off select menu 
items, $4 wells, $14 sangria 
pitchers and some select tapas 
for just $3. 


Long Beach Fit Camp 
7:30 a.m. 

2100 E. Ocean Blvd. 

Get a great workout at this 
early morning fitness group. 
Get a headstart on bathing suit 
season, and start a new healthy 
lifestyle before class. This 
group is free to join. 


New Music Ensemble 

8 p.m. 

Gerald Daniel Recital Hall 

Let the sweet symphonies of the 
new music ensemble charm you 
at this Cole Conservatory of Mu- 
sic concert. Student and faculty 
admission is $7, and general 
admission is $10. 


Follow @49erSports 
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or all things LBSU 


www .daily49er.com/sports 
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California State University Long 
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Continuing and Professional 
Education 


562-985-5561 
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BTPS Testing 
800-426-2769 


www.btpstesting.com 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 


Be an advocate for global change. 


Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 


In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 


IRAD Productions (Internet 
Radio) seeks students/staff to 
locate sponsors for “on-track” 

ads at Grand Prix of Long Beach. 
Up to $150 per sale. Long term 
possibilities w/ Indy/Nascar racing 
iradproductions@aol.com 
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Beach Cats 


We're seeking dedicated 
volunteers to help care 
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Long Beach arts and 
entertainment calendar of events 


Find reviews and information 
about local venues ' 


In a band? 


Send us your information! 28 CHILD CARE CSULB adjacent,1,252 SF, 
Know a band or venue? raraely vacant office, ia F 
Send us the details. Nanny Needed 1945 Palo Verde Ave. Yo u T u b e facebook i 


We'd love to hear your ideas! .~; 


Get in contact with Distractions 
by The Beach at 


www.Daily49er.com/Diversions 


ALL CLA 


professional. 


Call (886) 503-5467 
to speak with your education 
program recruiter, Tammy Hong. 


Please visit Craigslist Orange 
County to respond and view the 
full add. Search “Nanny” under 
the ETC job classifications. 
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Hot bats lead Dirtbags 
to sweep of UC Davis 


Sunday’s finale thanks to some early 

* By JASON CLARK scoring. The Dirtbags scored a total 
of five runs over the second, third and 

Spores Editor fourth innings to give starting pitcher 
David Hill a comfortable lead to work 


Vonday, April 13, 2013 
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Senior Trevor Crabb goes for a kill during his last regular-season game at Long Beach State. 


LBSU thrives on senior night 


Seniors shine as the 49ers cruise to a sweep of Cal State Northridge. 


By SPENCER PIRDY 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State seniors took 
advantage of the final regular season 
game in the Walter Pyramid Saturday 
night as they sparked their team to a 3-0 
sweep against Cal State Northridge. 

Before play began, seniors from 
both LBSU (22-7, 18-6 Mountain Pa- 
cific Sports Federation) and CSUN (11- 
15, 9-15 MPSF) were honored, includ- 
ing Colton Echave, Trevor Crabb and 
Alex Anshush from the 49ers. 

“I didn’t really feel any emotions 
until right when we started the game, 
and then it kind of clicked in my head 
that this was it,” Echave said. 

Fhe second-ranked ‘Niners then 
went out and played textbook volley- 
ball in set one, hitting .462 and cruis- 
ing to 25-14 victory. 

“We feel pretty confident, and 
we’re playing pretty well in the gym 
and in practice,” Crabb said. “We’re 
just having fun out there.” 

In sets two and three, the Matadors 
struck back with solid play from ju- 
nior outside hitter Brandon Lebrock, 
who led the way for CSUN with 14 
kills. 

In a sign of how confident head 
coach Alan Knipe is with his seniors’ 
play, Crabb, Echave and Anshush 
were given ample playing time to 
showcase their skills. Echave con- 
trolled the net with a team-high six 
blocks and kept the Matadors on their 
heels with blistering serves. 

“TJ want to give a lot of credit to my 


as a 49er, Crabb compiled 11 kills and 
five blocks. His play helped give the 
‘Niners get the edge in sets two and 
three when the Matadors were within 
striking distance. 

“I was just excited to get out there 
and play with my brother and get the 
win,” Crabb said. 

His brother, Taylor Crabb, led the 
‘Niners in kills with 13 on the night, 
and junior Ian Satterfield ended the 
night with 10 kills of his own. 

In set two, LBSU exchanged the 
lead three times with Northridge until 
it was able to pull away and go up 2-0 
in the match with a 25-2] win. 

The final set of the night saw a play 
that pretty much summed up the match 
and put a halt to a surging Northridge 
squad. 

With the score at 16-12 in favor 
of The Beach, Anshush lofted a pic- 
turesque set to a high-flying Trevor 
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Crabb. Trevor Crabb then detonated a 
hit into the court to give the momen- 
tum back to the ‘Niners. Trevor Crabb 
and Anshush exchanged fist pumps in 
celebration of the point. 

The play acted as the perfect regu- 
lar-season send-off to the seniors and 
their careers at LBSU. 

“T have the utmost respect for them,” 
Knipe said of his seniors. “Anybody 
who can come in and put together long 
bodies of work, you gain my respect.” 

From there, LBSU never looked back 
and went on to win set three 25-23. 

For LBSU, the victory capped off a 
five-game win streak to end the regular 
season. 

The 49ers will now focus all of their 
efforts on the postseason. Next up for 
LBSU is the MPSF tournament and 
quarterfinal match against Stanford. 
The match is set for Saturday night at 7 
p.m. in the Walter Pyramid. 
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Just when it looked like things were 
falling apart for the Dirtbags, they put 
it back together. 

After losing a series to Pacific for 
the first time in the century last week- 
end, Long Beach State got back in the 
Big West Conference title race with a 
sweep of UC Davis. 

The Dirtbags (16-18, 6-3 Big West) 
cruised to three wins at Blair Field, as 
they outscored the Aggies (11-22, 0-9 
Big West) by 14 over the series. How- 
ever, LBSU head coach Troy Buckley 
said the sweep wasn’t easy. 

“Winning games is hard to do,” he 
said. “When you can win three games 
in a row against the same team, you’ve 
got to give the guys a lot of credit for 
that.” 

The sweep put The Beach in a tie for 
second in the Big West standings, two 
games behind conference leader Cal 
State Fullerton. 

“It’s huge for us,” third baseman 
Juan Avila said. “It’s good to get things 
rolling in the right direction.” 

Friday’s opener saw the LBSU of- 
fense erupt for nine runs in the first six 
innings. Starting pitcher Shane Carle 
pitched effectively, giving up two runs 
in six innings, and he earned his first 
win in nearly two months with the 9-2 
victory. 

The Dirtbags clinched a series win 
on Saturday with more of the same. 
Timely hitting allowed The Beach to 
drive in six runs while leaving just 
three runners on base, leading to a 6-4 
win. 

“J think this was one of the better 
games they played,” Buckley said. 
“Our at-bats ... were about as good 
as we’ve seen as far as executing and 
moving guys along.” 

Starting pitcher Jake Stassi earned 
his team-leading fourth win of the sea- 
son in what was another impressive 
outing. He opened the game by throw- 
ing less than 20 pitches total in three 
perfect innings. 

“[Stassi] is very aggressive and isn’t 
afraid of contact,” Buckley said. “We 
got some early contact, and we got 
some early outs, so that’s a positive.” 

LBSU finished off the sweep in 


Earn units toward 
your degree 


Three-Week Session 


with. 

“I think [the lineup] is flowing,” 
Buckley said. “I think when things are 
going well, you don’t try to outsmart 
yourself and switch things around.” 

Hill managed to throw five shutout 
innings despite having to work out of 


Hacey Lippett | Dairy 49eR 
Juan Avila (9) squares around 
to bunt during Sunday's win. 


jams in nearly every frame. The Ag- 
gies stranded six runners on base 
while Hill was pitching. 

“To come back was a huge positive 
for him,” Buckley said of Hill, who 
earned the win in the 7-2 victory. “I 
wanted to leave him on a good note ... 
because he was dancing on a tightrope 
a little bit.” 

Leading the Dirtbags throughout 
the series was third baseman Juan 
Avila, who has had a hot bat since the 
start of conference play. Avila had five 
hits and five runs in the series and has 
gotten hits in nine of ten games played 
since returning from a finger injury. 

“It feels good to get back,” Avila 
said. “The big difference is to get in 
a groove, and I wasn’t able to do that 
before being injured.” 

The Dirtbags don’t have a Tuesday 
night game this week, so they will 
have to keep their momentum going in 
practice for a few days before they get 
back to playing competitively. Next up 
is a three-game road series with UC 
Santa Barbara this weekend. The first 
game is set for 3 p.m. on Friday. 
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25 New Online Summer Classes 
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facebook. 


coaches; they’ve helped me a lot,” 
Echave said. 

Echave expressed particular grati- 
tude for having spent time learning 
under Knipe. 

‘He’s the one who recruited me 
here, and it was great to have him 
here my last year,” Echave said. 

Knipe was happy with the win and 
excited to see his seniors let loose 
with strong play. 

“We were able to reward our se- 
niors who may not get to play as much 
as they'd like, but it certainly showed 
tonight that they’re more than capa- 
ble,’ Knipe said. 

On his last regular-season game 
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